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We are finally testing our first northern New Mexico samples. 
Surprisingly, other than the petit verdot, even the northern most 
samples are approaching harvest with brix ranges between 12.1 and 16. 
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I haven't dug into the data yet but the see-saw action of brix 
accumulation versus acidity degradation from week to week is quite 
striking. Last week we saw acids falling out far faster than sugars 
building, while this week is just the opposite. To me it just highlights 
how difficult it can be in predicting harvest dates. I'm often asked what 
the ideal numbers are for picking grapes and have to shake my head. If 
we could harvest based on those ideal numbers, rather than needing to 
compromise at least one parameter for another, or all of them in the 
name of logistics, than grape growing and winemaking would be a far 
less stressful experience.  

Here's a p ret t y 

m ountain  

view  to help  

you  de-st ress. 

https://viticulture.nmsu.edu/
https://classifieds.nmwine.com/
https://aces-cesfas.nmsu.edu/cesfas/wine-analysis.html
https://plantclinic.nmsu.edu/
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Vir t ual Of f ice Hours

Unless otherwise noted, 
every Monday, 2-3pm.

 https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/82042824719 
Or dial in, 253-215-8782.

You're welcome to bring any and all 
questions, photos, epiphanies, etc.  

- 8/20. Los Lunas IPM Workshop
- 9am-1pm. Learn all about integrated 

pest management with Dr. Joanna 
Bloese.

- 9/5-9/7. Harvest Wine and Music Festival.
- The Fairgrounds in Las Cruces and the 

Balloon Fiesta Park in Albuquerque.

Up com in g  Even t s

Did  you know  fung i can  "clean  up" heavy 

m etals? As part  of a tour w it h  UNM 

colleagues, Gerald ine and  I w ere show n 

these colorfu l pet ri d ishes of fung i?som e 

of w h ich  can  im m ob ile heavy m etals 

and  cou ld  be used  in  m in ing  

reclam at ion  p roject s. 

https://viticulture.nmsu.edu/
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Grow in g  Deg ree Day  Com par ison

Las Cruces, 3/1-8/12 Growing Degree Days Los Lunas: 4/1-8/12 Growing Degree Days
GDDs, 2026: 3995 GDDs, 2026: 2759  
GDDs, 10 year avg. : 3663 GDDs, 10 year avg.: 2596
Rainfall 3/1-8/12/26: 4.53" Rainfall 4/1-8/12/26: 1.41"
Rainfall 3/1-8/12/25: 3.42" Rainfall 4/1-8/12/25: 2.29"

Farmington: 4/1-8/12 Growing Degree Days Alcalde: 4/1-8/12 Growing Degree Days
GDDs, 2026: 2577 GDDs, 2026: 2120
GDDs, 10 year avg.: 2319 GDDs, 10 year avg.: 1856
Rainfall 4/1-8/12/26: 1.38" Rainfall 4/1-8/12/26: 4.33"
Rainfall 4/1-8/12/25: 2.03" Rainfall 4/1-8/12/25: 4.43"

August  14 , 2026

These numbers were taken from ZiaMet, a state wide collection of weather stations. Do you know which station is 
the closest to your growing site? Check it at: weather.nmsu.edu/ziamet/
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